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	COMBINED OFFICERS’ REPORT

FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 30 JUNE 2011
from Chief IFCO A.B. Browne 

with input from other Officers


	3.10.1


This is the first quarterly report of the IFCA which will continue to give a thorough overview of officer and other activities within the Northumberland district.  For management and enforcement purposes the district is divided into two areas, each of which has a principal officer who is supported by other officers when carrying out shore patrols, especially outside of normal hours and at weekends.
Southern Area (Tyne to Amble)

Deputy Chief IFCO M. Southerton
There were approximately 22 potting boats and 20 trawlers working from the Southern Area during the quarter.
General

Weather conditions were as expected for the time of year with prevailing south west winds for much of the quarter, being quite fresh on occasions but generally nothing which would disrupt fishing activity.  Light easterly or south easterly winds during May resulted in a few odd days of coastal sea frets.  The quarter was also particularly dry, due to very little rainfall and above average temperatures.

Fishing activity was normal for this time of year, with potting seasonally quiet and most fishermen used this period to haul out their boats to carry out periodic maintenance for a couple of weeks, and also repair gear in anticipation of the summer lobster fishery.  Catches from these boats were low with lobster catches in single figures into low teens.  Brown crabs were targeted further offshore with landings of between 1 and 5 boxes being seen, depending on sea conditions.  Gear worked close inshore benefited from catches of velvet crab with up to 3 boxes landed.  Boats tended to haul every other day because of the low catches and the price of fuel (60p per litre).  During more favourable conditions, a number of boats worked gill nets and catches ranged from a few stones to 3 boxes of cod and sometimes a box of mixed fish mostly pollock, wrasse or plaice.  Again fishermen have been complaining about the lack of quota available.  The few boats working prawn creels have spent the quarter landing them gradually due to poor quality and quantity.

Trawling has again been very poor.  One or two local boats which had been fishing from Eyemouth early on in the quarter had very poor catches which forced them to move back to their home ports and fish locally.  Catches locally were generally restricted to whiting and haddock with very few prawns being caught.  Boats, especially those under 10 metres had very little quota for whitefish so have been tied up in harbour for most of the quarter.  By mid quarter a number of boats had decided to move up to Scotland for the summer.
One or two of the boats which are able to scallop dredge reverted to this fishery on occasions during May and June and were fishing the Dunstanburgh grounds.

The start of the sea trout season on 26th April 2011 saw a number of boats pursuing this fishery but early catches were low in comparison to the same period last year, but nevertheless reasonable with up to 60 fish being taken.  Salmon could be landed from 1st June onwards and the licensed drift netters had a fairly good start helped by the long spell of dry weather. 

There were a few vessel movements in and out of the district: the Blyth trawler ‘Restless Wave’ was sold to Amble and has been rigged for potting.  A newly built vessel “Reward” for a Newbiggin fishing family (who work out of Blyth) was launched during the quarter and was busy salmon drifting before it too was rigged for potting.  A new coble for North Shields the “Lucy Anne” has joined the potting fleet and is currently lobster fishing.  Another new build, the “Two Brothers” for a Cullercoats fisherman, is currently being used for T-net fishing and a new vessel “Incentive” a small under 10m potter/trawler has also arrived at North Shields and is currently fishing south of the Tyne outside our district.
Activity from the shore has increased due to the finer weather, and Authority patrols were carried out in the usual hotspots over spring tides to check people collecting shellfish, also checking divers from the shore; however not much shellfish was seen.  A few pots were seized from the shore for being untagged.  
Boat angling increased as the quarter progressed with favourable catches for codling and some boats were landing as much as 50 to 60 per day.  Mackerel fishing was also productive with good numbers being taken from mid May onwards.  When conditions were favourable, both the Tyne and Blyth piers fished well for mackerel.
Northern Area (Amble to Scottish Border) 
IFCO D. Graham,
Approximately 60 potting boats, 10 trawlers and 16 beach/drift net boats were working from the Northern Area this quarter.

Weather conditions have been as expected, with wind and sea coming predominantly from the south west, although temperatures were higher than expected with very little rain.  Fishermen however have enjoyed being able to go to sea pretty much whenever they wanted to. 

At the start of the quarter landings of lobsters were in the low teens and even single figures but started to increase as the quarter went on although the price per kg dropped slightly during the quarter ranging from approximately £12 per kg at the start, down to approximately £10 per kg by the end.  Landings of brown crabs also followed the seasonal trend with increased landings as the quarter progressed and the fishermen were able to move their gear further offshore when the weather improved.  Brown crab prices varied slightly over the period from between 90p to £1.10 per kg. Most fishermen did not bother with velvet crabs much this quarter, but when they did land them, were getting about 90p per kg 

Two trawlers in the Northern district were scallop dredging over the quarter: one was from Amble working full-time and the other from Seahouses working periodically and having varying degrees of success.

The trout season and beach netting commenced at a fairly slow pace at the beginning of the quarter; however from 1st June with the start of the salmon season, most fishermen we spoke to thought the season looked very promising and would hopefully be as good as last year. 
There were a number of vessel movements during this quarter: north of the border the ‘Perfect Storm’ is now fishing in and around Berwick area. The ‘Bright Horizon’ from Seahouses left the district and was replaced by the ‘Nonakie’.  Amble had most activity with regard to vessel movements:  ‘Olivia Jay’ and the ‘Two Brothers’ were sold, with the ‘Boy Liam’ replacing the ‘Olivia Jay’ and the ‘Solan’ replacing the ‘Two Brothers’.  ‘Restless Wave’ has moved up from Blyth and has been converted from a small under 10 m trawler into a potting boat to replace the ‘Sterina’ which is currently up for sale.  
AVERAGE PRICES THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT
Lobster £12.00 to £10 per kg
Crab £1.10 to 90p per kg
Salmon £10 per kg
Sea Trout £7 per kg
Creel-caught Prawns £60 to £100 per tray
